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Ciecli SI ovale 



a^e Tours 



Czecfi JlncC SCova^9{eritage ^ours 

At Heritage tours we've proven that small groups (8 - 20 guests] and excellent value are a great mix 
along with our out of the way experiences . Since we create and operate our own trips, th ese are uniqu e 
travel experiences. Most of the things 
we show our small groups will not be 
found with any other travel trips. We 
work closely with our many friends and 
associates, with whom we have long 
standing relationships. Most of these 
folk artists and everyday local people 
only work with us at Heritage Tours. 
We excel at giving our guests the best 
European experiences, multi night 
stays in one place away from the 
hordes of tourists. Most other tours 
have a series of one-night stays in 
places far apart. Those other tours 
rush through countries, and vast 
area's, most of what you see is from a 
bus window. When you return home 
from that type of tour -you will 
remember very little but the bugs on 
your bus window. 

Most of my competitors have no real interest in this part of Europe - except to take your money for a 
trip. You don 'tsee them at any educational events or trying to learn more about where they take you. 

Mark has a well known passion for Central Europe. NEW see my reading list ! 

Mark has attended many different educational Conferences, seminars and workshops. Helping help 
plan and organize these events as well. I have written many informative articles, and have been a 
volunteer consultant and resource person to many groups and organizations. All of us at Heritage 
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Tours adore the culture, people and heritage of central Europe, and our tours show this passion. The 
people leading your tours should have this interest in where they are going, anyone can cash a check 
from you. 

We at Heritage Tours offer a in-depth travel experience, basically free of stress. We go over the entire 
tour route in advance to check on everything for you. We eat at the best local restaurants, visit 
exquisite local folk crafter's, and see historic sites almost by ourselves. When you return home you will 
cherish and remember a great amount of wonderful memories which cannot be found on any other 
tour. 

Choose the best travel experience = Heritage Tours! Mark [ Vasko ] Bigaouette 

Find us on FACEBOOK ! just search for : Czech & Slovak Heritage Tours 

enjoy great pictures, fun and interesting posts, no sales pitch, more up-to-date 
information....breaking news..... FUN ! Our 2014 tours are posted here for your pleasure. 

We offer land only tours with lots of options. with or without Prague, parts of tours, etc. 

"^^^ Every tour we do is unique and different, for 2014 we are trying something altogether new : 

Our June tour will start in Berlin, Germany. Our Fall tour will start in Vienna, Austria. Both tours end in 
Prague, Czech Republic. Both of these cities at the start of the tour are very easy to do on your own, 
many people speak English, they offer many kinds of city and local tours which you can enjoy before 
my tour starts. 

Most people fly to Europe from your home city, into a major gateway airport. I myself fly from 
Minneapolis direct to Amsterdam from Amsterdam it is easy to fly directly into either Berlin or Vienna, 
at the end of the tours - depart from Prague, to Amsterdam, and back to Minneapolis. You can find 
many different airline flights to these cities. If you fly into Paris, you can spend a couple of days, then 

either Berlin, or Vienna, enjoy the tour, depart from Prague ^your possibilities are endless..... 

This gives you the option to see another major city in Europe, and to see what you wish at that time 
before the tour starts. It also saves traveling time on the tour, so you see more with us too. 

Czech and Slovak Heritage Tours 

I, Mark (Vasko) Bigaouette led my first group into the newly freed (then called) Czech and Slovak 
Federated Republics in 1992. I had no intention of getting into the tour business. People in our ethnic 
community kept saying to me, your so involved, your love of our heritage is so strong, you love history, 
the culture, the people - you should be taking people overseas! For the first two years I did one tour a 
year. My real job was being a direct care worker with the mentally handicapped. It was a very 
challenging job, and I loved it. However trying to get time off work to do these tours started to get 
harder and harder. 
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In 1994 and 1995 we had two tours each year. All my involvement within the ethnic community really 
started to take its toll. I had to eventually go to part time at my real job in 1996. This gave me the time 
to make great changes to the tours. I started working with a new travel agency in Prague. We went on 
three tours that year, and 4 tours in 1997. Besides my own tours I also set up tours for other travel 
agencies and family groups. Which I no longer do, all my friends and contacts in Europe all have real 
jobs. They can no longer take off of work to show off the culture they love. To make sure they keep 
their jobs and don 't burn out, they do all these unique things for my Heritage tours ONLY anymore. 

We believe in the philosophy "do what you love to do" I don 't want to turn doing my tours into a grind, 
always on the go. I love showing people the rich and wonderful culture of my heritage. That heritage 
that thrives with the traditions and folk festivals found in the countryside. Many of my native friends 
call me the biggest nationalist they know of I am extremely proud of them, and my background. I 
have been told I live for taking people to places I adore. I attend many Czech and Slovak events. 
Conferences, festivals, history workshops, etc. I have helped plan many of these events as well, [and co- 
chaired one in Florida ) I read plenty of history books, and have been told I am a walking 
encyclopedia. 

In the fall of 1998 1 was honored to be chosen as the official tour organizer of the National Czech & 
Slovak Museum & Library's 25th Anniversary gala tour of the Czech & Slovak Republics. For more 
information about the Museum, 

Annual Fall Tour Sept 4 to 16, 2014 a 13 + day glorious tour! 

Offered by Heritage Tours Inc. 13948 Square Lake Trail, Stillwater, MN 55082 

This extensive ^ jam packed tour starts in Vienna, Austria. We suggest you fly into Vienna a few days 

before the tour officially starts, on September 4th. Our tour will not spend any time in Vienna. It is very 
easy to find many city and local tours tours. Do what you wish, come early and enjoy this very historic 
city. Rest from your journey, and the bus will pick everyone up from the same hotel, on the morning of 
September 4th . Or if you have been to Vienna before, just arrive the day before, rest, depart with us 
the next morning, (all of these are optional idea's ) We have reserved rooms in a hotel in the historic 

center for this option. We can easily book you additional nights at the hotels ^ no problem. 



For more information please visit site 
h ttp:/ /www, czechhehtage. com 



